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Middle-level CTE Learning Experience Title: Working Safely with Animals  
Educator: Steve Perry, Retired Assistant Principal Agriculture, John Bowne H.S. 
Length of Lesson: 8 days ( 40 minute periods)                                                                                                                                  
Grade Level:    8 

CTE Area: Agriculture 
CTE Theme: Health, Safety and Wellness 
CTE Content: Animals in the Agriculture Industry 
Date Created: 4/15/20 

 
PLANNING  
Curriculum Goal  Students work in teams to devise safety plans for working with an animal species using information based on the animal’s 

typical behavior and responses.  Teams create digital or hardcopy posters on the safe and proper handling of an animal of 
their choice.  Teams present their posters to the class and respond to questions posed by their classmates. 
 

Essential Question(s) 
 

What knowledge and skills are needed for individuals to consistently promote and practice safe and healthy behaviors that 

https://www.careertech.org/career-ready-practices
https://thecouncil.ffa.org/afnr
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PST.02.02 Operate machinery and equipment whileobserving all safety precautions in AFNR settings 
CRP.03.  Attend to personal health and financial well-being 
 

NYS Standards  New York State Career Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS) Standards 
Intermediate Level 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/ 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/
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Do-now/Hook Teacher places students into groups 
of 4.  Students are instructed to 
take 2 pieces of chart paper and 
two markers for each group. 
Students are then instructed to 
select two recorders for each 
group. 
 
Teacher instructs students to put 
the heading” Normal 
Signs/Symptoms” on one paper and 
“Abnormal Signs/Symptoms” on the 
other paper. 
 
Teacher explains that students are 
to discuss what they believe normal 
animal behavior and appearance 
should look like.  The recorder for 
that chart should write down their 
group's responses. 
 
Teacher explains that students 
should discuss what they believe 
abnormal animal behavior and 
appearance would look like. The 
recorder for that chart records 
students’ responses. 
 
Teacher asks one of the two 
members of the group that was not 
a recorder to share their “normal 
appearances and behaviors with 
the class. 
 
Teacher asks the remaining student 
to share the groups “abnormal” 
appearances and behaviors with 
the class. 
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Procedure for Instruction/ 
Learning Activities 

Teacher leads a summary 
discussion on Symptoms and 
Behaviors of Healthy and Unhealthy 
Animals: 
- signs of healthy animals 
       1. clear, bright and alert eyes 
       2. smooth, shiny coats 
       3. proper weight 
       4. alert and responsive 
       5. stays with herd/group 
       6. skin free of wounds 
- signs of unhealthy animals 
       1. irritable 
       2. listless 
       3. lame 
       4. elevated temperature 
       5. improper weight 
       6. eyes not bright and alert 
       7. rough coat 
 
DAY 2 and 3 
 
Teacher instructs students to return 
to the same groups they were in 
the last lesson. 
 
Teacher hands out several different 
feed tags/labels from various 
animal feeds to each group and 
instructs the students to review 
each label/tag and attempt to place 
each ingredient into an essential 
nutrient group: 
- Water 
- Carbohydrate 
- Lipid/Fat 
-Protein 
- Minerals 
- Vitamins 

Students take notes in their Agriscience 
notebooks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAY 2 and 3 
 
Students return to their groups from the previous 
lesson. 
 
 
Students review each feed tag/label and list the 
ingredient on each and next to the ingredient 
indicate the nutrient group it belongs to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  10 min 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAY 2 and 3: 80 mins 
 
20 mins 
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                    - Function 
                    - Sources 
 
Teacher utilizes student input to 
develop the following regarding the 
functions of the various nutrient 
groups as well as examples of 
sources for each nutrient. 
Source: Understanding Nutrients 
and Their Importance.ppt 
https://Communities.naae.org/thre
ad/4170 
 
 
Source: Course AG-APM-01.432 
Agriculture Production and 
Management Unit 7, Lesson 2 
https://Studyres.com/doc/3380603
/ag-apm-01.432-07.2-digestive-
system-and-absorption-of-food 
 
DAY 4 
 
Teacher asks the class, “who would 

https://communities.naae.org/thread/4170
https://communities.naae.org/thread/4170
https://studyres.com/doc/3380603/ag-apm-01.432-07.2-digestive-system-and-absorption-of-food
https://studyres.com/doc/3380603/ag-apm-01.432-07.2-digestive-system-and-absorption-of-food
https://studyres.com/doc/3380603/ag-apm-01.432-07.2-digestive-system-and-absorption-of-food
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http://www.extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource000471_Rep493.pdf
http://www.extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource000471_Rep493.pdf
https://animalsmart.org/animal-health-animal-welfare-/types-of-animal-housing
https://animalsmart.org/animal-health-animal-welfare-/types-of-animal-housing
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education/proper-animal-handling-
restraint 
 
https://highlandcattleusa.org/conte
nt/Simple%20Cattle%Handling%20T
echniques.pdf 
 
https://veterinarymedicinetips.wee
bly.com/handling-and-
restraint.html 
 
https://animalbiosciences.uoguelph
.ca/~gking/Ag_2350/handling.htm 
 
https://farmhealthonline.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/06/HowToH
andleAndRestrainSheep.pdf 
 
https://thiel.edu/assets/documents
/academics/iacuc/IACUC-handling-
and-restraint-of-small-laboratory-
animals.pdf 
 

https://veterinarymedicinetips.weebly.com/handling-and-restraint.html
https://veterinarymedicinetips.weebly.com/handling-and-restraint.html
https://veterinarymedicinetips.weebly.com/handling-and-restraint.html
https://animalbiosciences.uoguelph.ca/%7Egking/Ag_2350/handling.htm
https://animalbiosciences.uoguelph.ca/%7Egking/Ag_2350/handling.htm
https://farmhealthonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/HowToHandleAndRestrainSheep.pdf
https://farmhealthonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/HowToHandleAndRestrainSheep.pdf
https://farmhealthonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/HowToHandleAndRestrainSheep.pdf
https://thiel.edu/assets/documents/academics/iacuc/IACUC-handling-and-restraint-of-small-laboratory-animals.pdf
https://thiel.edu/assets/documents/academics/iacuc/IACUC-handling-and-restraint-of-small-laboratory-animals.pdf
https://thiel.edu/assets/documents/academics/iacuc/IACUC-handling-and-restraint-of-small-laboratory-animals.pdf
https://thiel.edu/assets/documents/academics/iacuc/IACUC-handling-and-restraint-of-small-laboratory-animals.pdf
https://lafeber.com/vet/lizard-handling-restraint
https://lafeber.com/vet/lizard-handling-restraint
https://lafeber.com/vet/snake-handling-and-restraint
https://lafeber.com/vet/snake-handling-and-restraint
https://lllreptile.com/articles/108-handling-reptiles
https://lllreptile.com/articles/108-handling-reptiles
https://whiteroseequestrian.com/correctly-handling-horses
https://whiteroseequestrian.com/correctly-handling-horses
https://livestocktrail.illinois.edu/horsenet/paperDisplay.cfm?ContentID=1246
https://livestocktrail.illinois.edu/horsenet/paperDisplay.cfm?ContentID=1246
https://livestocktrail.illinois.edu/horsenet/paperDisplay.cfm?ContentID=1246
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DAY 7 
 
Teacher has student groups 
conduct their poster/ PowerPoint 
presentations. 
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 - wash hands 
  - vaccinate animals 
 - avoid touching your face  
               while working with animals 
  - do not intermingle animal  
               species. 
         - practice proper handling and  
               restraining. 
        - proper sanitation 
        - proper housing 
 
 
Source: Preventing Zoonotic 
Diseases 
https://research.illinois.edu/regulat




