
Transition Tips for Educators 

How can kindergarten teachers and school district leaders support transitions? 

 Create a shared vision among all staff that the mission is to serve all students as a continuum from prekinder-

garten through grade 12.

 Include prekindergarten staff in curriculum planning and professional development opportunities.

 Conduct outreach efforts to establish relationships with feeder schools and programs.

 Create and maintain a list of contacts for ease of communication.

 Visit programs; meet and learn about incoming kindergarteners.

 Host meetings for early childhood program directors and teachers to discuss transition plans.

 $FTXLUH�DVVHVVPHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�SURJUDPV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�VWXGHQWV·�VWUHQJWKV�DQG�SUHSDUH�WR

VHUYH�VWXGHQWV·�QHHGV�

 Reach out to local organizations (e.g., libraries; housing authorities; adult education and job training providers;

churches; social service organizations) that serve families to ensure that families with children who are not en-

rolled in prekindergarten programs receive information about kindergarten registration.

 Ensure communications from the district are reciprocal and support the culture, home languages and reading

levels for the families of incoming students.

 Hold orientation meetings for children and families prior to the beginning of the school year.

 Provide opportunities for families of entering kindergarteners to meet and begin forming relationships.

 2IIHU�SDUHQW�ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�VFKRRO·V�SDUHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WR�LQFOXGH�LQFRPLQJ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�IDPL�

lies in planning.

 0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��UHPHPEHU�WKDW�SDUHQWV�DUH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ·V�ILUVW�WHDFKHUV�DQG�LQFOXGH�ZD\V�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�FRQ�

WULEXWH�WR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ·V�VRFLDO�DQG�DFDGHPLF�SURJUHVV�

How can teachers and leaders in early childhood programs support transitions? 





Transition Tips for Families 

What can families do to support children’s transitions to kindergarten?  

Children benefit from having families who help to guide them through the transition from home and early child-




