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Introduction

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) has a partnership with Questar Assessment Inc.
(Questar) for the development of the 2023 Grades 3–8 English Language Arts Tests. Teachers from across
the State work with NYSED in a variety of activities to ensure the validity and reliability of the New York 
State Testing Program (NYSTP).

The 2023 Grades 6–8 English Language Arts Tests are administered in two sessions on two consecutive 
school days. Students are asked to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in the areas of reading and 
writing. Students will have as much time as they need each day to answer the questions in the test 
sessions within the confines of the regular school day.

For all three grades, the tests consist of multiple-choice (1-credit) and constructed-response (2- and 
4-credit) questions. Each multiple-choice question is followed by four choices, one of which is the correct 
answer. Students select their responses in the Nextera™ Test Delivery System. The constructed-response 
questions require students to type (rather than select) appropriate responses in the Nextera™ Test Delivery 
System. 

By following the guidelines in this document, you help ensure that the tests are valid, reliable, and 
equitable for all students. A series of instructions helps you follow the steps necessary for administering 
the computer-based tests within the test schedule.

IMPORTANT DATES

Computer-Based Testing Dates April 19–26, 2023*

Computer-Based Testing Make-up Dates April 24–28, 2023**

*   Each district, charter, religious, or independent school will choose two consecutive school days for the 
primary test administration for each grade of the test within this testing window.
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within the confines of the regular school day regardless of the time approximations listed above. Students 
should be productively engaged in completing assessments and not be retained beyond that point. 
School personnel should use their best professional judgment and knowledge about individual students 
to determine how long a student should be engaged in taking a particular assessment and when it is in 
the student’s best interest to release them. These approximations are estimates that can be used for 
planning purposes only.

The following charts provide information about the format of the tests.
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Accommodation Description
Answer Masking Answer Masking is an embedded accommodation that allows for the 

responses to be shaded so the responses do not distract the focus of the 
student from the question. 

• To reveal a response option, the student clicks on the crossed out 
eye icon next to that option. 

• To hide a response option, the student clicks on the eye icon next 
to that option.

Reverse Contrast

 

Reverse Contrast is an embedded accommodation that changes the color 
of the text and the background for students that have an easier time 
reading white text on a black background. 

Initial Page Zoom Initial Page Zoom is an embedded accommodation that enlarges the text 
and images on the screen so the student can view or read the text more 
easily. Options available are 100%, 150%, 200%, and 300%. 
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Accommodation Description
Text-to-Speech 
(online only)

 

Text-to-Speech (online only) is an embedded accommodation that reads all 
student directions, passages, questions, and the answer choices for  
multiple-choice questions through the device’s speaker. Because of this, 
headsets are recommended when using this accommodation. 

When using this accommodation, ensure the volume on the student’s  
device is on, unmuted, and adjusted prior to launching the secure browser.  

Background 
Color 

The Background Color option is an embedded accommodation that allows 
the color of the background to be changed.  

The following color options are available: 

• Black-on-pink

• Black-on-blue

• Black-on-green

• Black-on-yellow

Read Aloud  
(by human)

Read Aloud (by human) is a combination of an online- and  
human-delivered accommodation. A human reads the test, in its entirety,  
to the student from a paper test, and the student enters the responses on 
the computer, except where otherwise indicated within the student’s IEP  
or 504 Plan.
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3. Select View for the applicable test.

4. Select Login Tickets.

5. Select the applicable form.
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SAY Please select “Start test.”

 The next screen confirms you are taking the [say appropriate grade] English Language 
Arts Test Session 2 today. If your screen does not say [say appropriate grade], please 
raise your hand.







Appendices
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Appendix A: Suggestions for Creating a 
Secure Computer-Based Testing Environment

The following seating arrangements are suggestions for creating a secure test environment for students 
who are taking the computer-based tests.

�Q Seat students in every other seat.

�Q Arrange monitors back-to-back.

�Q Seat students back-to-back.

�Q Seat students in a semicircle.

�Q Seat students in widely spaced rows or in every other row.

The following physical and visual barriers between testing devices can also be used as security measures 
for computer-based testing.

�Q Card stock (e.g., manila folders) that can be taped to the sides of monitors

�Q Flattened cardboard boxes that can be cut, folded, and taped to form a visual barrier between 
testing devices

�Q Cardboard carrels

�Q Privacy screens that narrow the viewing angle of a computer monitor so that it is visible only to 
someone sitting in front of it. Schools that have privacy screens available should affix them to 
monitors prior to the beginning of testing and ensure that students are seated so that they cannot 
view the monitor of the student seated in the row in front of them.
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Appendix B: Pausing and Reactivating a 
Computer-Based Test in Nextera™ Test 
Delivery System

A student may pause a test by selecting II/Sign Out in the upper right corner of the student’s screen in 
the Nextera™ Test Delivery System.

The student then selects Pause test
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4. For initial logins and for all password changes, you will be asked to acknowledge and agree to the 
Security Compliance statement. After reviewing the statement, select the check box for “I’ve read 
this page” and select I Agree.

 

Sign Out

To Sign Out of Nextera™ Admin, select Sign Out from the upper right corner of the screen. You will be 
logged out of Nextera™ Admin immediately.
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�Q You will receive an email asking you to confirm you want to reset your password. Select Yes to 
continue the password reset process.

�Q You will receive another email that provides you with a single-use Password. Select the Go to 
this Internet Site link.

�Q Enter your User ID and single-use Password and select Sign In.
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�Q You will receive a message that your password has expired. This step allows you to create your 
own password. Enter a new password in the New Password and Retype Password fields 
and select Submit.



























Test content, student login tickets, Session 
Access Codes, and Proctor PINs must be kept 
secure. You are not to discuss the test or 
photocopy the student login tickets, as the 
security of the test could be breached. 
However, school personnel may make 
photocopies of this Teacher’s Directions if 
additional copies are needed.
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